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DGCUEvT BCvK II LGSRHH 
LGSHKaR DGCUi-^NT lie * 28 


dopy ..■! r 

Dv euLinnt NG-31Q 

Office £ U,S* Chief :f Counsel 

nr a skirted in c^se III of -j-litnry Tribun r_I III 

-s 3>chibit 257* 

r 'F.-r Press enly l! 

The Reich Minister end Chief B rlin 7 G, 8 -u-ust 1939 

;f the Reich Chancellery Veastress© e 

Pic. 21361 B 


Tj tho 

Reich minister of Justice 
Dr , GOERTWER 


S ubject;- Accomodation of oers ns in security detention. 
Ref, :.:v letter of 21 June 1939 
Rk 17778 B - III 932/10 Ir, 1535* 


De~r Herr GUERTf-T^R, 

Ace rOin - to the letter ns ”>or enclosed photo str/t ...f the Chief 
of the Office if the Fuehrer f the flSDA?, dnted 26 July of this yenr, 
the Fuehrer hns too "nub He fee reed th^t "11 dispensable persons held 
in security detenti n -re to be ir-dc ^y-ilnbl^ t tho Reichsfuehrer S3 
with ime elite effect, 

,'ts y u v-ill see fr .to tho letter x the Chief of the Office of 

*■ 

the Fuehrer f the NSDAP reported the matter personally to the Fuehrer, 
theref rOj t rey re^retj I vrs nl ^ble t, keco the promise I i.Lp.do in 
my letter of 21 June to ivo y u the ope rtunity of expressin ‘ y jut 
o .int ' f view -.ri,r to the Fuehrer’s decision. 


Hoil Hitler] 

Y urs very truly 

(signed) Dr, UjiG'FRS 

No, 

III 15i 1181 1 end. 
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Rk 21364 n 


To the 

Chief of the Reich Chancellery 
Reich Minister Dr , L4 i3R3 


Berlin rf 3, 26 July 193? 

Voastressa 4 

Telephone local* 12 QQ 54 

long distance*12 66 21 
i S/Pue 


in the BuildIn; 


5ubju*t* Persons hold in Security Detention, 


Do fit Party Ilembor Dr, Li'JdiBRS, 

Hie Reichsfuehrer S3 requested the Reich Minister of Justice 
quite some time ago to make part of the persons held in security detention 
available to him for urgent work in the concentration comps, Hiis became 
■ ill the m to urgent bo cruse, on the occasion of the Fuehrer’s fiftieth 
birthday, a larger number of persons held in protective custody wore re¬ 
leased, The request III r e by the Reichsfuehrer-SS was turned down in the 
letter dated 14 Ji ly 1936, the- grounds that, in addition to work to 
cover the requirements of the penal institutions thomsolvos, persons hold 
in security detention were els.. J.ing work Which must bo considered 
urgent from the point of view of the Four Year Plan. As apposed to that 
it was ascertained on the occasion of an inspoetion of the penitentiary 
Branderibnrg-Gochrden by the Chief of the Department for Pardons .and Re- 
vriavos in the office cf the Fuehrer, that at tho present time a largo 


number of the persons hold in security detention are occupied paintin 


cardboard soldiers, for the recount of urivate firms. In view of the far 
more important and actually urgent work in tho sense of the Four Year 
Flan, carried on for sample by the inmates in the concent ration coup 
Sr-chsonh-uson and the annexed brickyard, the Fuehrer has decreed that all 
dispensable persons held in security detention -re to ho made available 
to the Roiehsfuehrer S€ with immediate effect. 
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Iii Sjritiff, after an inspection of the concentration camp Sachsenhauson, 
at the request of the IMehsfuehrer S3, I supported his application to 
the- Fuehrer and via.s ordered to ascertain in rihnt manner persons hold in 
security hatontion "wore at present -coupled* Pursuant to this order I 
the. necessary investigations *\rtd also received r report on the subject 
from the itoich Mini star of Justice, which reads as fallows: 

»Tho number of persons hold in security detention amounts to 4303, 
ace. ruin ; to the latest facts ascertained* Of those, 409& persons 
in security detention arc employed, i * c * f21 persons in security 
detention (l6*£ '£) on work for the requirements of the penal in¬ 
stitutions themselves ~nd the requirements of other agencies, and 
3375 purports in .security dot antic n (76*4*$) on work, within the 
see ptf if the F ur Year Plan (including work for export and for war 
economy)* The reminder of 207 persons held in security detention 
(4*4 SS) was unemployed on the cay when the chock was made, duo to 
sickness or becanso they viere serving sentences of arrost, n 
There can. be no doubt that in tills instance the persons held in security 
iietcrtion, who arc .carded on w rk on toys as already mentioned -nd arc 
earning for the instituti ,n ffli 1*20 to Ki 1,80 per person per day, are 
classified under the heading r, Ur_cnt Four Year Flan Fork"* 

Therefore, after I had presented the case to him at Oborsalsberg, the 
Fuehrer toad© the above mentioned decision nnd already at the time of my 
first presentation of the case inclined to the opinion that perscnsheld 
in security 6 lontijn are to bo classified under the heading of concen¬ 
tration crops and subordinated to the lieichsiuehrer 
I specifically refrained from any direct notification to the Eoucb 
Minister of Justice. Mil y-U kindly forward the Fuehrer's d. c is ion to 

the lei eh i&iru.atar f Justice* 
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I hr;vc ini cmod tha Heidis fuehrer SS f the Fuehrer T s decision nnu f 


my letter t,- y.u. 


Keil Hitler I 
(si Tne j ) si £ ;n t arc 


I herewith certify the rb...-vo c -py te be- identical vjith the "bove 

« 

m o=iti ,nC'. c cumont. 

Nile rnb err, S 3 June 1947 

(signature) Dr p Hnefisel 
(si yied) Dr, Carl IIconsol 
Counsel f -jv the Defendant G, LOEiif'fER 














